Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.034; wR factor = 0.095; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.9.
In the title complex, [Ni{N(CN) 2 } 2 (C 7 H 9 NO) 2 ], the Ni II ion (site symmetry 1) adopts a distorted trans-NiO 2 N 4 octahedral geometry. In the crystal, intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds link the molecules, forming a chain along the c axis. 
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Comment
In recent years there has been considerable interest in metal complexes supported by hydroxyethyl-pyridine,the ligand due to its versatile coordination activities and bridging function. (Sanudo et al., 2003; Boskovic et al., 2002) . As an extension of this work, we have synthesized the title compound, (I), and report herein its crystal structure.
The complex (Fig. 1) of hydroxyethylpyridine ligand occpy the axial sites. In the crystal structure, intermolecular O-H···N hydrogen bonds link molecules to form a one-dimensional chain along to the c axis (Table 2) . The resulting clear solution was filtered and left to stand at room temperature. Green blocks of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation of the solvents within 2 weeks. MP = 518-520 K (decomp).
Refinement
All H atoms were placed geometrically and treated as riding on their parent atoms with C-
Figures Fig. 1 . The structure of the title complex, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Atoms labelled with the suffix A are generated by the symmetry operation (-x + 1,-y,-z + 1). H atoms have been omitted for clarity.
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